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No. Action Item from SPC meeting 
Mar. 2022

Follow up by Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Region 
Jun. 2022

1 Climate change assessments undertaken so far -
information from Conservation Ontario

Recent studies: Elgin Area Water Systems - low vulnerability. Carleton Place 
intake - medium vulnerability. In progress - Huron Primary Water Supply 
System and City of Belleville. Pilot projects 2020: Burlington Lake Ontario 
intake, Seaforth wells, Mattawa River intake

2 Agricultural Warehousing Standards Association 
– HHSPR resources

HHSPR to provide locally relevant materials to AWSA for use with members 
within the SPR, with an update at the fall SPC meeting.

3 Hamilton Spec article follow up (loss of residual 
chlorine in treated water, due to increasing Lake 
Ontario water temperatures)

Dan Banks: no increasing trend in water temperatures at the Burlington 
intake, over the past several years. SEE NEXT SLIDE for graph.
Carmen Vega: Sep. 2022 SPC meeting

4 Estimating livestock density - alternate methods 
(to refine the identification of significant threat 
activities)

See SPC Business Report #22-06-02: “Technical Rules 2021” for information  
collected thus far from other source protection authorities/regions

5, 6, 
7

Technical Rules 2021 (changes from 2017 
version)

See SPC Business Report #22-06-02: “Technical Rules 2021” for implication 
analysis carried out thus far. Waiting for MECP’s excel tables of threats with 
removed list of chemicals of concern. Beth Forrest to share MECP’s chemical 
hazard ratings with HHSPR. Other program managers yet to explore multiple 
tool options based on chemical hazard ratings

8 Policy T-52 (helps address spills from wastewater 
treatment plant failure)

Beth Forrest to follow up to see if MECP can provide the ECA changes details 
And if relevant terms and conditions in ECAs can be released externally

9 Policy O-6-S (helps address spills control around 
the intake near Hamilton Harbour) 

Beth Forrest recommended that “have regard to” policy be applied for all env. 
compliance approvals for sewage threats in the area of the Hamilton Harbour

Agenda Item 5: Business Arising from the Mar. 2022 meeting
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• Governance:
o SPC meetings: 4 times a year
o SP Management Committee meetings: 2 per year
o Source Protection Authority Board meetings: 2 per year X 2 Boards

• Municipal working group meetings
• MECP Best Practices: identify systems and promote uptake
• Annual Progress Reporting
• Communications

o SPC Sector Engagement
o Social media
o Updated map prints

Agenda Item 7a: Business Report SPC-22-06-01 Workplan 2022-24
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Technical work includes:
• Technical Rules 2021: analyse and apply
• Livestock density re-estimation
• Impervious surfaces re-estimation
• Municipal drinking water system updates

o Decommission Greensville well FDG01, retain FDG02 
(likely same pumping rate)

o Carlisle well replacement (likely new WHPA)
o Decommission Walkers Line wells (remove WHPA)
o Update Lake Ontario - Woodward IPZ-2
o Guelph-Guelph-Eramosa WHPA from Lake Erie SPR

• Contaminant transport pathways
• Support municipalities in climate change vulnerability 

assessments.

Agenda Item 7a: Business Report SPC-22-06-01 Workplan 2022-24

Not included for 2022-24: 
• Watershed characterization updates (water quality)
• IPZ-3 for aged and defective stormwater and wastewater infrastructure.
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Policy updates:
• Nutrient management plan policies: change implementing 

body from OMAFRA to nutrient management 
preparer/certified person after MECP determines a 
consistent approach for the province and provides 
guidance.

• Guelph-Guelph Eramosa (County of Wellington) policy for 
the related WHPA (based on Lake Erie policy)

• EASR policy – notification for municipality about short 
term, low risk water takings that are permitted through 
EASR* (based on Lake Erie policy)

• Climate change policies, if the climate change vulnerability 
assessments are completed in time.

EASR – Environmental Activity and Sector Registry

Agenda Item 7a: Business Report SPC-22-06-01 Workplan 2022-24
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Agenda Item 7b: Business Report SPC-22-06-02 Technical Rules 2021

• The Technical Rules (“rules”) are the overarching 
technical framework of the Clean Water Act, 2006. 

• These rules are developed and updated by the 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks. 

• The HHSPR Section 36 (comprehensive) update was 
completed using the 2017/2018 rules.

• The 2021 rules are in effect since December 2021. 
• HHSPR Section 34 (initiated by SPA) updates for 

2022-24 will follow the 2021 rules.

Where to find the 2021 Technical Rules including the 
Tables of Drinking Water Threats (TDWT or the 
“circumstances”):
https://www.ontario.ca/page/2021-technical-rules-under-
clean-water-act
Online tool developed by UTRCA and MECP:
swpip.ca

https://www.ontario.ca/page/2021-technical-rules-under-clean-water-act
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Agenda Item 7b: Business Report SPC-22-06-02 Technical Rules 2021

What the Technical Rules changes mean for HHSPR, based on analysis 
carried out so far: 
• Processed organic waste: 

o Previously under non-agricultural source material (NASM) threat, now under 
waste disposal threat. Preliminary discussions with municipalities indicate no 
likely implications.

o Per O. Reg. 347 (under the Environmental Protection Act), “processed 
organic waste” means waste that is predominantly organic in composition and 
has been treated by aerobic or anaerobic digestion, or other means of 
stabilization, and includes sewage residue from sewage works that are 
subject to the provisions of the Ontario Water Resources Act.

• Road salt related: 
o Impervious surface area map method change allows the calculation of 

percentages of imperviousness in a vulnerable area as a whole, or in a sub-
area within the vulnerable area, where the road salt is applied. 

o With the new method and lowered thresholds, calculations and maps need to 
be revised. Implications are anticipated. Likely more significant drinking water 
threats - road salt application, storage and snow storage.
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Road salt related policy update discussions are being 
tracked with other program managers, including these 
draft concepts:
• Use the map thresholds as a flag only to apply 

different policy approaches
• E&O being discussed for smaller parking lot sizes and 

smaller size storage bins
• Potential for stickers for storage bins similar to fuel 

tank stickers to raise awareness
• Could include reminder to business/municipality 

owning the storage bin to “inspect” the bins regularly
• Municipal asset management plans could include 

locations of bins, helping to ensure maintenance.
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Agenda Item 7b: Business Report SPC-22-06-02 Technical Rules 2021

Livestock density – alternate methods collected:
• Trent Conservation Coalition SPR: used 2006 

agricultural census data (also suggested by HHSPC 
member Scott Stewart)

• Saugeen Grey Sauble Northern Bruce Peninsula SPR: 
calculations were done as an average over the whole 
WHPA instead of on a parcel by parcel basis, using 
the OMAFRA tables.
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Clean Water Act, 2006 
Section 97
(1) A program to be known in English as the Ontario 
Drinking Water Stewardship Program and in French as 
Programme ontarien d’intendance de l’eau potable is hereby 
established. 2006, c. 22, s. 97 (1).
Purpose
(2) The purpose of the program is to provide financial 
assistance in accordance with the regulations to,
(a) persons whose activities or properties are affected by 
this Act;
(b) persons and bodies who administer incentive programs 
and education and outreach programs that are related to 
source protection plans; and
(c) other persons and bodies, in circumstances specified in 
the regulations that are related to the protection of existing 
or future sources of drinking water. 2006, c. 22, s. 97 (2).

Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship Program
• Ran from 2007 to 2012
• Close to $30 million from MECP for:
 Education and outreach
 Incentives 
Septic system upgrades
Livestock fencing
Well decommissioning and upgrades
Removal of leaking fuel tanks, etc.

• This program, per Section 97 of the Act, 
should be (re-) established.



13

Source 
Protection 
Committee 
Meeting -
March 2022

Source 
Protection 
Authority 
Board 
Meetings -
April 2022

Submission to 
MECP -
May 2022

Approval by 
MECP -
Timing 
unknown

Approved Updated

Source Protection Plan

Assessment Reports

Next Steps



Thank you.
Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Region

Contact:
Chitra Gowda

Senior Manager, Watershed Planning and Source Protection 
cgowda@hrca.on.ca
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