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Halton-Hamilton  

Source Protection Region 

 

Mission Statement of the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee 

To collaboratively develop and maintain a local watershed-based plan for the 
sustainable protection of municipal drinking water sources in the Halton-Hamilton 
Source Protection Region that is science-based and prevents, reduces or eliminates 

risks to Lake Ontario and groundwater sources of municipal drinking water. 

 

MEETING NUMBER:  #1-22 Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee 

DATE:    March 15, 2022 

TIME:                                     1:30 pm to 4:30 pm  

LOCATION:   Virtual Meeting held on Zoom.  

Source Protection Committee (SPC) Attendees:    
Robert (Bob) Edmondson, Chair   
Carla Coveart   
Christopher (Chris) Murray 
Dana Couture  
Daniel (Dan) Banks 
David Rodgers  
Gavin Smuk    
Sarah Lock   
Scott Stewart  
 
Absent with regrets: 
Judi Partridge (proxy held by Gavin Smuk) 
 
SPC Liaisons:   
Elizabeth (Beth) Forrest, Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)  
Barbara Veale, Conservation Halton 
Scott Peck, Conservation Hamilton  
Richard MacDonald, City of Hamilton Public Health Services  
 
Conservation Authorities:   
Chita Gowda, Conservation Halton    
Jacek Strakowski, Conservation Halton    
Christa Stribbell, Conservation Halton   
Jeff Lee, Conservation Halton  
 
Municipalities:   
Marco Silverio, City of Hamilton   
Carmen Vega, City of Hamilton 
Jen Croswell, Niagara Region 
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Jon Clark, Halton Region 
Kyle Davis, Centre Wellington 
Hayley Pankhurst, Halton Region 
Stephan Herceg, Peel Region.  

MINUTES 

Item 
No. 

Item 

1 Roll call and welcome  

Gavin Smuk has the proxy for Judi Partridge. 

Chair Bob Edmondson informed the committee of the appointment of Sault St. 
Marie’s new chair, Terry Rainone.  Terry will be shadowing Chair Bob and may 
attend the meeting. 

2 Disclosures of conflict of interest  

None 

3 Review of agenda  

Moved by Carla Coveart and seconded by David Rodgers. 

THAT the agenda be accepted as distributed. 

Carried 

Chair Bob identified this as a milestone meeting in the history of the SPC and local 
source water protection program. He elaborated that the science was developed 
around a decade ago, and the original policies were approved at the end of 2015. 
He recognized the HHSPR staff of the conservation authorities and the SPC for all 
the work they have done over the past few years to make comprehensive updates 
to the scientific assessment reports and policies of the source protection plan.  

4 Approval of the minutes of the December 14, 2021 meeting of the Source 
Protection Committee  

Moved by Sarah Lock and seconded by Gavin Smuk. 

THAT the minutes of the December 14, 2021 meeting of the Halton-
Hamilton Source Protection Committee be approved. 

Carried 

5 Business arising from the December 14, 2021 minutes 

Chitra Gowda shared a summary of the action items: 

1. Agricultural Warehousing Standards Association (AWSA) connections – Chitra 
introduced AWSA to Conservation Ontario to support province-wide 
discussions on actions/policies.  HHSPR to provide locally relevant materials to 
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Item 
No. 

Item 

AWSA – this will be done between now and the June SPC meeting. 

2. Climate change assessment pilot presentation moved to the June SPC meeting. 

3. Follow up on Hamilton Spectator article on drinking water and climate change.  
Dan Banks (Halton Region) and Carmen Vega (Hamilton) provided an update.  
Dan indicated that Halton Region has a program that chlorinates at the intake, 
based on the results on monitoring at the intakes for mussels. There was not a 
trend that they would correlate to increasing temperature but instead is based 
on the results of ongoing monitoring.  Action: Dan will clarify the question and 
follow up with his colleagues for the next meeting.   

Chitra advised that drinking water intakes in Lake Ontario could be chlorinated 
at the intake to control invasive species like quagga and zebra mussels that 
crowd around the intake. Also, during the water treatment process, chlorine is 
added as a disinfectant and must be maintained at a certain level (called 
residual chlorine) when delivered to the consumer’s tap. The news article was 
about problems with maintaining residual chlorine in tap water due to 
increased Lake Ontario water temperatures. 

Carmen advised that Hamilton Water budgeted for two studies pertaining to 
this issue (water age in the distribution system and disinfection).  They are in 
the process of retaining consultants for these studies.  Action: Carmen may 
provide an update to the SPC in fall. 

4. Estimating livestock density – alternate methods 

Chitra has had conversations with the MECP staff and Gavin Smuk.  There is 
recognition that there could be a more realistic way of estimating livestock 
density.  This is in the proposed 2022-24 workplan for HHSPR. 

5. Technical Rules 2021 – review 

Chitra indicated that the MECP made major changes to the technical 
framework under the Clean Water Act, 2006. More information will be brought 
to the SPC at the June meeting. 

Beth Forrest provided a response on the removal of chemicals of concern from 
the technical framework. She advised the MECP undertook this change where 
chemicals would not be displayed for any of the threat activities.  Beth noted 
that in previous versions, the most common chemicals that have the highest 
toxicity were listed previously in the technical rules but there was always the 
option for the local authority to decide to use those chemicals as surrogates to 
identify other threats.  The SPA and SPC still has discretion using different 
policy tools and approaches to manage and assess the risks. 
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Item 
No. 

Item 

Gavin asked who will decide what is the more hazardous chemical and whether 
a risk management plan should be implemented.  Beth advised that the threat 
circumstances of “amount applied” and “area of application” of chemicals was 
not removed. The MECP has hazard ratings associated with those chemicals 
from older studies. Chitra asked Beth to share the chemicals hazard ratings.  
Action: Beth will follow up to see if the MECP chemical hazard ratings can be 
shared with HHSPR. 

Beth advised the intention of the program is to evolve as science changes, etc.  
There is a need to shift how the program is implemented and the MECP does 
that in consultation with our program partners. 

Action: Chitra will follow up with other program managers across Ontario to 
discuss approaches for policy options based on hazard rating or general policies 
for any chemical associated with a threat activity.   

6. Future updates to assessment reports and source protection plan 

Chitra indicated that a list of items to complete under “Section 34” type of 
updates (smaller updates initiated by the Source Protection Authority) will be 
discussed in agenda item #12. 

6 Presentations: None. 

7 Business Reports 

a) SPC 22-03-01 Halton-Hamilton Section 36 Updates: Consultation and 
Submission 

Moved by Sarah Lock and seconded by Carla Coveart. 

THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee endorses the Staff 

report SPC-22-03-01 Halton-Hamilton Section 36 Updates: Consultation and 

Submission; 

AND THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee directs Staff 

to revise the updated Halton and Hamilton Regions Assessment Reports 

and Source Protection Plan and consultation comments response table as 

discussed at the March 15, 2022 meeting of the Committee; 

AND THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee directs Staff 
to present the revised updated Halton and Hamilton Regions Assessment 
Reports and Source Protection Plan to the Halton and Hamilton Regions 
Source Protection Authorities and carry out remaining minor typographical 
and AODA related edits in time for the final submission to the Ministry of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks. 

Carried 
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No. 

Item 

Policy T-52: helps address spills from wastewater treatment plant failure 

Chitra Gowda went through comments received from MECP during public 

consultation. HHSPC accepted the MECP’s edit and added context around 

MECP’s Access Environment tool. 

Beth Forrest advised that it is an onerous process to get details on the 

environmental compliance approvals (ECAs) that were amended based on 

source protection plans. Action: Beth will follow up to see if MECP can 

provide the ECA changes details. 

Beth also noted that MECP developed a Standard Operating Procedure 

(SOP) to amend ECAs to protect municipal drinking water sources. Chitra 

asked for MECP to share a general list of terms and conditions that are 

applied to the ECAs for source water protection. Action: Beth will follow up 

to see if relevant terms and conditions in ECAs can be released externally. 

Chris Murray asked about the proposed change to policy part b, where the 

original text is deleted (about spills reporting by MECP).  Chitra advised that 

another policy (T-67-S) includes this text that requires MECP to report on 

the number, type and location of spills. She also advised that MECP 

provides that information through the annual progress reporting every 

year.  

Policy O-6-S: spills control around the intake near Hamilton Harbour 

The original policy was directed only to the Hamilton Oshawa Port Authority 

(HOPA). HOPA’s comment since the development of the original policy was 

that MECP should be the policy implementer, as they have the most 

interface with companies located at the Hamilton Harbour near the drinking 

water intake. HHSPR’s proposed approach is to direct the policy to MECP, 

Transport Canada and HOPA, relevant to their roles and responsibilities. 

Beth indicated that the MECP may not have a connection to some of those 

companies. If a company has a spill, they have a legal obligation to report it 

to the MECP Spills Action Centre. Chitra asked who, if not MECP, would be 

the appropriate body relevant to spills control. 

Action: Beth will follow up and advise who the relevant body would be if 

not MECP. 

Proposed new policy G-5: MECP-funded stewardship program  

During the public consultation period, HHSPR staff closely reviewed policies 

where Conservation Authorities are implementing bodies. The feasibility of 
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No. 

Item 

implementation, in relation to factors such as funding and eligible activities 

considerations, was considered. Staff proposed adding funding related 

clauses into each of those policies to ensure support for long term, 

meaningful, comprehensive education and outreach and incentive 

programs.  

Through further discussions with Chair Bob and others and based on staff 

research into other SPP policy wording in early March 2022, the approach 

was revised in time for the SPC meeting. Staff propose one new general 

Policy G-5 which provides overarching wording based on Clean Water Act - 

Section 97: Ontario Drinking Water Stewardship Program, and is directed to 

MECP.  Beth Forrest suggested that as a general policy, to consider whether 

it is legally binding or can be made legally binding to the MECP. 

Next steps in the Section 36 (comprehensive updates) approvals process 

Chitra provided the next steps and timelines to the SPC. Following the SPC 

meeting, the source protection authority boards meet in April 2022. A final 

submission will be made to MECP in May 2022. She asked Beth if there is a 

general idea of the timing of the approval. Beth advised if submission to 

MECP occurs in May, MECP can continue internal review of the package for 

around 6-8 weeks. However, it is an election year.  The package has to make 

its way to the MECP Minister for approval, and that timeframe is unknown. 

Carmen indicated that approval by fall 2022 is important to ensure that 

treated drinking water can be supplied to meet the needs of the residents 

relying on the Freelton drinking water system. 

b) SPC 22-03-02 Halton-Hamilton Annual Progress Report 2021 

Moved by Dana Couture and seconded by Dan Banks. 

THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee endorses the 

comments provided under Part II of the Annual Progress Report 2021; 

AND THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee endorses the 

Staff report SPC-22-03-02 Halton-Hamilton Annual Progress Report 2021;  

AND THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee directs Staff 

to present the Halton-Hamilton Annual Progress Report 2021 to the Halton 

and Hamilton Regions Source Protection Authorities and if needed carry out 

minor typographical and AODA related edits in time for the final submission 

to Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks. 

Carried 
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No. 

Item 

Chitra provided an overview of the information gleaned from annual 

progress reporting. Municipalities implement two-thirds of the SPP policies. 

Through implementation by them, MECP and others, 99% of the significant 

threat activities identified are now addressed. All policies are considered 

implemented, in progress or considered and no further action required.  

Chair Bob highlighted Part II of the report, where the SPC carries out its 

responsibility by providing an overall assessment/grade, based on the 

assessment by HHSPR from policy implementation reports. Chair Bob 

developed the draft wording and the SPC reached consensus on the 

wording. The SPC also reached consensus on assigning the final grade as the 

highest possible:  

P: Progressing Well/On Target – The majority of the source protection plan 

policies have been implemented and/or are progressing. 

8 Correspondence:  
a) Email from Kirsten Corrigal, Director, Conservation and Source Protection 

Branch, MECP re: Guidance to support the incorporation of the 2021 
Director’s Technical Rules in Source Protection Plans. Received Feb. 15, 
2022. 

b) Email from Kirsten Corrigal, Director, Conservation and Source Protection 
Branch, MECP re: Best practices for source water protection on ontario.ca. 
Received Feb. 18, 2022. 

9 Source Protection Committee Chair’s Update by Bob Edmondson 

Chair Bob provided an update on sector engagement by the SPC. Sarah Lock and 
Bob presented to members of the Hamilton Community Awareness and Emergency 
Response (CAER) group at its quarterly meeting held online February 24, 2022. 
Conservation Halton is having a Children’s Water Festival at the end of September 
2022 and the SPC have been invited to participate. In work planned for 2022-24, 
the SPC plans to support the uptake of the MECP’s best practices for streamlined 
source water protection (for systems not included in the SPP). 

10 Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks Liaison Officer’s Update by 
Elizabeth Forrest 

Beth advised they continue to get questions from SPAs for guidance on the 
Technical Rules guidance document.  Conservation Ontario compiled any 
outstanding questions SPAs have submitted and forwarded them to MECP to 
answer.   

The Best Practices document survey is available on the Conservation Ontario 
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website. 

Annual progress reporting is in progress. All provincial ministries submitted 
reportables and other information to SPR/SPAs across Ontario by the deadline of 
February 1. All SPAs are required to submit the final annual progress report 2021 
document by May 1, 2022 to MECP. 

11 Proposed dates for meetings of the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee 
for fiscal year 2022-24 (all meetings to be held 1:30-4:30pm unless specified): 

• June 7, 2022   

• September 13, 2022   

• December 6, 2022  

• March 7, 2023  

• June 13, 2023  

• September 12, 2023  

• December 5, 2023  

• March 5, 2024. 
 

Moved by Sarah Lock and seconded by Dana Couture. 
 
THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee endorses the 
proposed meetings dates for 2022-24. 
 

Carried 
 

12 Other Business: 

a) Overview of the Proposed Workplan 2022-24 submitted by Halton-
Hamilton Source Protection Region  

Chitra Gowda provided an overview of the proposed workplan including 
governance, technical studies and policies. Highlights include: re-delineation 
and reassessment of the Woodward IPZ-2 upon completion of the HCA’s 
floodplain modelling study; new policies based on the neighbouring Lake Erie 
SPR’s work for the Guelph-Guelph Eramosa WHPA and others; promotion of 
the MECP best practices for source water protection. 

13 Adjournment   

3:41 pm 

Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee Chair: Bob Edmondson, spcchair@hrca.on.ca  
Senior Manager, Watershed Planning and Source Protection: Chitra Gowda, cgowda@hrca.on.ca 

mailto:spcchair@hrca.on.ca
mailto:cgowda@hrca.on.ca

